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area. This explains why the Jatakas have
found but few and only modern translators,
while the Pancha-Tantra, although it is of
a younger date, has been rendered, in
numerous versions, into the chief languages
of Asia and Europe during the last thousand
years. Here is a sample of its style.

A donkey was employed in pulling a
washerman's cart, and after the day's labour,
at nightfall, he liked to have a good feed
off the neighbour's cucumber field. A jackal
once joined him, and when the two had
feasted on the cool and delicious fruit, the
donkey exclaimed : " Isn't it a glorious night,
old fellow? I feel so jolly, I must sing a
song." The wise jackal drily observed that
trespassers had better keep quiet, but the
silly ass brayed merrily, until the gardener
woke up and gave him a sound thrashing.

Another tale is about a banker who had
lost heavily in speculation. A Buddhist
monk appeared to him in his sleep, and said:
"Don't be distressed, my friend. In your
previous life you have done me a good turn,
so I am going to help you out of your
difficulty. To-morrow morning you shall
see me again; then strike me on my head,
and you will have plenty of money/7 The